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Red Maple, Acer rubrum 

Also known as scarlet maple, soft maple and swamp maple. 

 

Description: The red maple a fast growing, deciduous tree with a tall, 

straight trunk and rounded crown. It reaches maturity usually between 70 to 

80 years, and seldom lives longer than 150 years.  

 

Size:  

The red maple is a medium to large 

sized tree, normally growing between 

60 and 80 feet tall.  It has been 

known to reach 100 feet tall in good 

growing conditions. Its canopy can be 

25 to 35 feet across. The trunk can 

measure 1 to 2.5 feet in diameter. 

 

Habitat and Range:  

Red Maples have the ability to thrive 

in a large number of habitat and soil 

types, largely due to their ability to 

produce roots to suit their specific 

site.  Habitats range from low wet-

lands to dry ridges. Their geographic 

range spans most of eastern North 

America, from southern Newfound-

land down to Florida and Texas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Identification:  

Red maple have opposite leaf buds.  The leaves have 3 or 5 lobes with 

coarsely toothed margins.   The notches of the leaves are sharp, un-

like the sugar maple that has round notches.  In general, the differ-

ent parts of the red maple have a reddish coloration: leaf stalk, twigs, 

flowers and fruit.  An abundance of flowers are produced in early 

spring followed by seeds called samara.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interesting Facts: 

 Seeds germinate and grow as soon as they hit the ground, often 

 producing several leaves by the first summer. 

 Sap from red maple trees is sometimes used to make maple syrup. 
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